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 The new year is here and with it Iôd 

like to provide you with  quick update and 

report.  First I want to thank you for your 

support and membership. On behalf of my-

self and staff it is a pleasure to serve you 

and look forward to your support in 2012. 

 

Our associationôs goals are simple, as stated in our  

by-laws: The primary goals and objectives of this  

organization will be: 

a. To provide a professional atmosphere for  

members to network with those engaged         

in the business of the dairy food industry. 

b. Support the advancement, development and 

dissemination of dairy technology and    

information.  

c. Promote the recruitment of future leaders 

and support for students and educational  

institutions that have interests in the dairy  

food industry. 

 d. Enhance the wellbeing of the dairy  

 food industry. 

 

 Because of your companyôs membership we had a 

great 2011 and accomplished our goals.  Here are some 

details of our work. 

 Part of your dues goes towards donations and 

scholarships.  In 2011 NDA provided over $29,000.00 to 

students throughout the northeast and to colleges and 

dairy related support organizations.  With this financial 

support we engage new leaders in the dairy industry and 

assist those who try to make it better every day. 

 In 2011 we hosted seven events that you as  

supplier and vendor representatives in dairy industry 

could participate in and network with existing and poten-

tial new customers.   

 Through our partnership with Northeast Dairy 

Foods Association, Inc. you were invited to participate in 

numerous opportunities to promote your company,  

services and information on websites, newsletters and at 

events. 

 We hosted a tour of Great Lakes Cheese Company 

in Adams, NY to allow you access to a quality company. 

 We have grown to over 200 members and continue 

to expand membership.  NDA remains healthy, vital and 

successful because of your involvement and support.  

Thank you again and Iôm looking forward to see you out 

there in the marketplace in 2012! 

Our Office Has Moved! 
 During the holidays after almost 19 years there 

was a decision made by the board of directors to approve 

an office move.  We have relocated at a newer building, 

our new address appears above.  This new location is only 

about 1/2 mile further south on US Route 11 in the village 

of North Syracuse. 

 All of our other contact information has remained 

the same.  To give you a point of reference, if you have 

attended the dairy industry clambake in July at Hiner-

wadelôs in N. Syracuse, we are only about 3/4 of a mile 

away.   

 With this new office weôll be more effective and 

efficient.  It will give us a lot more space and the staff 

looks forward to finish unpacking and organizing the files. 

 If you are in the area, please feel free to stop in and 

say hello and or use our space as a temporary office while 

you are on the road! 
 

Who are the NDA Board of Directors? 
 Your association is overseen by a board of  

directors.  Each is a volunteer that assumes the role of  

director through voting each year at your annual meeting 

by membership.  Currently there are 14 directors seated 

who are responsible for providing policy and direction to 

staff to help carry out the goals of the association.   

 The board of directors meet at least 3 times per 

year.  At these meetings they are provided with financial 

reports; association event updates; industry news. They 

review all association business, set priorities, approve di-

rection related to all business that is brought before them 

on your behalf.  When you see them this year, give them a 

thank you for their time and effort to help NDA grow and 

be successful.  The Board of Directors are: 
 

President  -  Kurt Platzbecker, Tetra Pak 

Vice Pres.  - Mike Cryan, Keevily Spero-Whitelaw 

Secretary  -  Ozzie Orsillo, Evergreen Packaging 

Treasurer  -  David Suppes, Suppes Consulting 

Legal Counsel  -  Robert E. Antonacci II, Esq., CPA 

Bruce Alling  -  Evergreen Packaging, Inc. 

Joseph Andrews  -  DSM Food Specialties 

Delores Cote  - Johnson Refrigerated Truck Bodies 

Peter Garafalo  -  Derry Management Services 

Brian Kelly  -  Virginia Dare  

Gloria Little  -  Agri -Mark Cooperative, Inc. 

Richard Longo  -  RAL Services, Inc. 

Bruce Ritenburg III  -  Ritenburg Enterprises, Inc. 

Howard VanBuren  -  CHR Hansen, Inc. 



2011 Northeast Dairy Foods Assoc. and 

PA Association of Milk Dealers Annual 

Convention in Vermont a Big Success 
 Over 140 dairy industry representatives attended 

the Northeast Dairy Convention.  The annual convention 

was held in New England for the first time at the Equinox  

Resort and Spa in Manchester, VT on August 22-23.  

There was a long list of dairy industry expert speakers and 

a grand finale discussion panel on the future of U.S. dairy 

policy.   

 Sixteen NDA supplier members exhibited their 

company services and products to processor/manufacturer 

company executives during the 2 day convention.  Atten-

dees also enjoyed tours of area attractions, falconry dem-

onstration, golf tournament, great networking and beauti-

ful Vermont scenery surrounding the historical resort.    

 

2011 Northeast Dairy Association Annual  

Dairy Industry Clambake a Big Hit  
 Over 850 dairy industry representatives attended 

the annual NDA supplier/vendor sponsored clambake 

which was once again held at Hinerwadels in North Syra-

cuse, NY July 13th.  Representatives came from all over 

the U.S. to enjoy some great food and networking. 

 Prior to the clambake many participants enjoyed a 

round of golf.  The Northeast Dairy Foods Assoc., Inc. 

held their annual golf tournament earlier that morning at 

Radisson Greens Golf Course in Baldwinsville, NY.   

 Included with each individual ticket price is a large 

variety of food all day long, soft drinks, beer and your  

selected dinner entrée of steak, chicken or lobster.   

 Dress is casual and there are pickup softball 

games, (bring your equip.), volleyball, shuffleboard, cards, 

raffle prizes and more!  Be sure to join us at this favorite 

northeast dairy industry event on July 11, 2012.  For  

tickets, contact any Northeast Dairy Association supplier 

member or call the office.  Registration information and 

forms will be mailed in early May to all NDA supplier 

members. You can also access all the necessary informa-

tion on our website at neastda.org  
 

2011 Annual Keystone Ice Cream Indus-

try Golf Outing  
 On Tuesday June 21st, 50 industry representatives 

and NDA members participated in the annual Keystone 

Ice Cream industry golf outing at Heidelberg Country 

Club, Bernville, PA. 

 The day started with a light lunch followed by 18 

holes of great golfing at Heidelberg.  After 18 holes of 

golf a cocktail and some great networking, dinner was 
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provided to everyone.   

 Event chairman Brian Kelly from Virginia Dare 

was the emcee and announced low team score awards. 

 This event will again be held in 2012 at  

Heidelberg on Tuesday, June 12th.  All NDA Members, 

their customers, representatives of the dairy processing, 

manufacturing and distribution industry are invited to 

participate.  Event registration will be mailed out in 

April and posted on our website.  Say thank you to your 

customers, treat them to a great day! 
 

2011 NDA Takes a Tour of Great Lakes 

Cheese Plant in Adams, NY 
 On Thursday, October 27 NDA members and 

guest were invited to a tour of the newly expanded Great 

Lakes Cheese plant in Adams, NY.  Plant manager John 

Jennings and staff provided an overview of the company 

and an opportunity to see first hand the quality cheese 

manufactured at the plant. 

 Each participant was provided with a sample of 

Great Lakes Adamôs Reserve Cheddar Cheese to take 

home.  

 After the tour all participants and Great Lakes 

Cheese staff were treated to a cocktail party and dinner 

at the Tin Pan Galley Restaurant in Sacketts Harbor, 

NY.  There were many great opportunities for NDA 

members to network  and meet new business contacts. 

More tours are planned for 2012.  If you have a  

suggestion for a plant site in the northeast you would 

like to tour, please contact our office. 
 

2012 Event List,  Add These to  

Your Calendars! 
 

ñJune is Dairy Monthò Celebration / Tuesday, June 5th / 

ñThe Wellò of the Legislative Office Building in Albany, 

NY / info and forms will be available online  

Keystone Ice Cream Industry Annual Golf Outing and 

Dinner / Tuesday, June 12th/ Heidelberg Country Club in 

Bernville, PA / info and forms will be available online  

Annual Dairy Industry Clambake Day Golf Outing 

Wednesday, July 11th / Radisson Greens Golf Club in  

Baldwinsville, NY www.radissongreens.com / info and 

forms will be available online this Spring 

Annual Dairy Industry Clambake / Wednesday, July 11th / 

Hinerwadelôs in North Syracuse, NY / info and forms will be 

available online   

Northeast Dairy Convention / Sunday, September 23rd - 

Tuesday, September 25th / Omni Hotel in Bedford Springs, 

PA  http://www.omnihotels.com/ / info and forms will be 

available online  

Dairy Day at the NYS Fair / Monday, August 27th / NY 

State Fairgrounds in Syracuse, NY  

http://www.radissongreens.com
http://www.omnihotels.com/



